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A BIT 
ABOUT 

DIVORCE

A divorce is the legal termination of your marriage. 
Either party can apply for a divorce. Usually there are other issues 
that will need to be dealt with alongside the divorce such as the 
division of any marital assets and arrangements for any children. 

It is best to try and deal with arrangements for your children between 
you both, but if you cannot then there are options available through 
mediation, solicitor correspondence and/or making an application to 
the court. It is advisable to avoid court proceedings but sometimes 
this cannot be avoided.  

The same with financial matters arising from your divorce, if you can 
reach an agreement between you this is far better but there does 
need to be full financial disclosure from both parties to make an 
informed decision as to how any assets should be divided. 

It is advisable to ensure all financial matters are agreed and finalised
before finalising your divorce. 



There is only one ground for divorce, which is 
irretrievable breakdown of the marriage. 

Either party can apply for the divorce by issuing a sole 
application, or it is possible to issue a joint application. 

You simply need to state that your marriage has 
irretrievably broken down which means there is no 
possibility of a reconciliation. 

GROUNDS FOR 
DIVORCE



HOW LONG DOES 
IT TAKE?

The divorce will take 26 weeks to complete from the 
date your petition is issued. 

There will be a 20 week ‘holding period’ which is before 
you can apply for your conditional order stage. This is to 
give you both some time for reflection and be sure a 
divorce is definitely what you want to achieve. 

Once the 20 weeks have passed and the conditional 
order has been granted, there must then be a further 6 
weeks and 1 day before the final order can be applied 
for. 



DIVORCE 
PROCEDURE

Once the divorce petition has been submitted to the court, 
the court will issue it and send a copy to the other party. 
The other party will need to acknowledge the divorce and 
confirm whether they agree to the divorce proceedings. 

Depending on whether the divorce is accepted and 
acknowledged by the other party, will depend on what will 
need to happen next. 

If the divorce is not accepted or acknowledged you may 
need to take further steps to have the other party 
personally served, or there are other methods of 
progressing the divorce, if applicable such as applying for 
deemed service etc. 

If the divorce is acknowledged, then you will be entered 
into the 20-week holding period whereby you can then 
apply for the next stage known as the conditional order 
once the 20 weeks have elapsed. 

You then need to wait a further 6 weeks and 1 day from 
the date of the conditional order to be eligible to apply for 
the final order. 

The final order would be the end of the divorce 
proceedings. However, it is advisable to hold off finalising a 
divorce if there are financial matters to be dealt with. 



HOW MUCH DOES 
IT COST?

We offer a fixed fee of £750 + VAT to deal with the
divorce for you from start to finish. This is for a straight
forward divorce with no complications or additional
applications being required, such as deemed service or
personal service i.e. the other party accepts and engages
with the divorce.

There is a court fee of £593 that would need to be paid
to the court directly when issuing your petition.
Depending on your financial situation, you may be
entitled to a fees exemption or reduction in court fee.



Firstly, you need to be sure that a divorce is definitely 
what you want, and there is no chance of a 
reconciliation. If you are certain a divorce is what you 
would wish to pursue, then we would suggest seeking 
legal advice before doing anything. 

You can start the divorce procedure yourself using the 
court’s online system, or you can instruct a solicitor to 
do this for you which will take away any stress 
associated with the procedure, as we appreciate this is a 
difficult and upsetting time and not everyone wants to 
take those steps themselves without assistance.

You will need your original marriage certificate to issue 
your divorce. 

You should also consider taking some advice in respect 
of any children and/or financial matters arising from  any 
potential divorce. 

WHAT SHOULD I DO 
FIRST?



IF YOU OWN A 
HOME

Depending on whether a property (the family home or 
any other property from the marriage) is owned jointly 
or solely by one party will depend on whether any 
urgent steps need to be taken. 

If the family home is owned solely by one party, then the 
party that does not legally own that property will need 
to register their matrimonial home rights as soon as 
possible to protect their interest. 

Any property from a marriage will need consideration 
as to who is going to continue living in the property, or 
whether the property needs to be sold and how any 
equity is to be divided. 



HOW DO WE SPLIT 
ASSETS?

Firstly and foremostly, there needs to be full financial 
disclosure from both parties to see what assets there 
are and what their values are. Disclosure will involve 
both parties providing full details of their income, capital, 
liabilities and pension values. 

The starting point is always equality i.e. 50/50 but there 
may be reason to depart from equality in certain 
situations, such as if there are young children involved. 

There are a number of considerations that would need 
to be looked at when deciding how marital assets 
should be divided and reaching a fair and reasonable 
settlement for both parties. 



WHAT ABOUT OUR 
CHILDREN?

It is best to try and agree arrangements for children between 
you as parents, if you can. If there are reasons such as 
safeguarding concerns, then you may need the assistance of 
professionals to help make those decisions. 

Mediation is always a good starting point to have amicable 
discussions about how much time a child is to spend with each 
of their parents.  



WILL A DIVORCE 
EFFECT MY WILL?

Yes, divorce affects inheritance, so you should think about 
changing your existing Will or making a new Will once your 
divorce is concluded. 

Divorce also affects pension rights.  You will probably no longer 
be entitled to a widow’s / widower’s pension under any 
occupational or personal pension scheme.  

You should seek advice from a Wills specialist as soon as 
possible once your divorce is final. 



How we can help

v Fixed fee divorce from £750 + VAT for a straightforward 
divorce

v We can offer advice regarding arrangements for any children, if 
you are unable to agree between you

v We can offer advice regarding how any marital assets should 
be divided

v We can advise on any urgent steps that may need to be taken 
to protect your interest in any property

v We can refer you to our Wills team to discuss making a new 
Will or amending an existing one
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